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The Carol Joy Holling Camp property was donated by 
George & Irene Holling in 1974, in memory of their 
daughter. The first summer camp sessions began in 1979 
with 356 campers. More than 40 years later, CJH Camp hosts 
more than 1,600 campers and 18,000 retreat guests annually.

Located just off of I-80, halfway between Omaha & Lincoln,  
outside of Ashland, Neb.

Carol Joy Holling Camp is owned 
and operated by Nebraska Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries.

NLOM is proud to be a serving arm 
of the Nebraska Synod Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.

Carol Joy Holling Camp              



At Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries, in places set 
apart, we live out faith in ways that show everyone they 
belong and are unconditionally loved by God.

Learn more at 
CarolJoyHolling.org



5 p.m. 
Hors d’oeuvres, Silent Auction, Wine & Restaurant Pulls
 
7 p.m.  
Dinner 

7:30 p.m. 
Silent Auction closes

8 p.m. 
Awards Presentation and Live Program

Master of Ceremonies - Shari Stone 
Auctioneer - Lance Larsen

Here’s how it goes...

AWARD
R e c i p i e n t s

Vocation
Shirley Splittgerber

Community
Tom & Janice Lippincott

Hospitality
Retreat & Refresh Stroke Camp



Vocation Award
Shirley Splittgerber

Shirley’s camp experience began in second grade, when she encountered 
God during her stay at Camp Harriet Harding in Louisville, Neb. Later, as a 
mom of three, she made sure her daughters had the opportunity to experience 
a faith-based camp by sending them to Carol Joy Holling Camp. Her 
grandchildren have earned their camp cuppies, too.

After working for organizations that included Morning Star Lutheran 
Church and Lutheran Family Services, Shirley wasn’t content to settle into 
retirement. She saw a small ad in the church bulletin about volunteering at 
camp and reached out to Dave Coker to see how she could help. Her first 
assignment was in a little pop-up shop in the Sjogren Center called Mary & 
Martha’s. Shortly after that, she was asked to help with the preparations for 
the Quilt Auction. She quickly realized that more help was needed and began 
inviting friends to join her. The ‘Quilt Ladies’ have been cataloging quilts and 
enjoying the fellowship for almost 30 years.

In addition to the Quilt Auction, Shirley is a major force behind the Summer 
Prayer Partners ministry, teaches the Summer Ministry Team how to tie a 
quilt, and occasionally you can find her answering the Nebraska Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries phones. 

Shirley is an example of how God uses our gifts–of time, talent, and treasure. 
She believes that a person should offer whatever time and experience they 
have, wherever it is valuable. 



Community 
Award

Tom & Janice 
Lippincott

Tom & Janice Lippincott have been active members of First Lutheran 
Church in Blair, Neb. for all 63 years of their marriage. First Lutheran has 
always been a strong supporter of Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
(NLOM) and the camp program.
 
Tom and Janice’s first personal encounter with NLOM was when their 
daughter, Julene, attended Circle R Camp in the ’60s. Later Julene’s own 
sons attended Carol Joy Holling Camp. Janice attended church council 
retreats at the Circle R Center soon after Carol Joy Holling Camp was 
established. If you have been to the Quilt Auction, you have probably bid 
on, or might even own, one of Janice’s beautiful quilts. Tom and Janice 
have been regulars at the Camp Classic golf tournaments for several years.
 
The Lippincotts have partnered with Carol Joy Holling Camp to make 
possible a number of spaces set apart to be in intentional community with 
one another. In the Western Town, you’ll notice the Lippincott Stagecoach 
Inn, named in honor of the hospitality Tom’s family provided to railroad 
riders in Blair a century ago. The Together in Joy Campside Pavilion 
provides a beautiful covered meeting space as well as restrooms and a 
storm shelter for the Family Campground. And Grandma Janice’s Kitchen 
at the new Hazel Dillon Lodge allows guest groups of all sizes to share a 
delicious meal together just as “Grandma Janice” enjoys sharing with her 
own family. Tom and Janice believe that growing the faith foundation of 
today’s youth is very important, and they cherish the ability to pass on the 
blessings God has given them.



Hospitality Award
Retreat & Refresh Stroke Camp

In 2010, the first annual Retreat and Refresh Stroke Camp™ in Nebraska 
was held at Carol Joy Holling Camp, Conference and Retreat Center. This 
camp was made possible through a collaborative effort of the Lincoln Stroke 
Partnership and Retreat & Refresh Stroke Camp™ from Central Illinois. The 
Lincoln Stroke Partnership consists of three primary health care facilities:  
St. Elizabeth Hospital, Bryan Health, and Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital. 
This initial collaboration in 2010 created the foundation for nine additional 
annual stroke camps and generated stroke education events such as Strike Out 
Stroke™ with the Lincoln Saltdogs and the MEGA Brain™ display at local 
conferences and the Lancaster County Fair.

Each year the Retreat & Refresh Stroke Camp™ at Carol Joy Holling Camp, 
Conference and Retreat Center provides a unique and meaningful weekend 
experience for local stroke survivors and their caregivers. This weekend 
retreat provides a blend of education, socialization, relaxation, and support for 
stroke survivors and caregivers. Stroke recovery is not measured in days or 
months, but many times in years. During this three-day retreat, participants, 
volunteers, and staff from the three hospitals create an environment that 
supports, encourages, and applauds the achievements of its campers. 
Survivors and caregivers build lifelong relationships with each other and 
describe the experience as “life-changing.”



Gala Chairs
Dr. Jeff & Tanny Akerson

The Akersons yearn to experience God’s Kingdom here and now. They 
envision a world in which all the youth attend camp, where Bible stories come 
alive, and Jesus becomes real, close, and trusted. 

Jeff and Tanny, lifelong Nebraskans blessed by loving families, are honored 
to serve as the Gala Chairs this year. Their life journey includes 23 years in 
Sidney, Neb., where they encountered Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries  
(NLOM) when Sullivan Hills Camp was still a dream. Their children, Amy 
and Adam, were among the first campers at Sullivan Hills Camp, near 
Lodgepole, Neb. Amy went on to become a summer staffer and eventually to 
serve as Volunteer Coordinator on year-round staff. 

Seeing the difference camp experiences made in their children’s lives, Jeff 
and Tanny have continued to support NLOM with their time and treasure. 
Since relocating to Bellevue in 2010, they have engaged in many retreats and 
events at Carol Joy Holling Camp, and they are committed to being partners 
in making it possible for all youth to attend camp.  

Event Team



SPONSORSHIP CHAIRS
Joe & Linda Miller

GALA CHAIRS-IN-TRAINING
Helen Raikes 
Dave Lutton

AUCTION TEAM:
Kim Castner, chair
Timm Lindeman, chair
Caroline Rice

Event Team



VISIONARY:
Deryl Hamann 

Ralph & Kim Castner

MAJOR: 
Carolyn Blobaum

 
 

Chuck & Shirley Niemeyer 

Sponsors   

PRESENTING:
Jeff & Tanny Akerson

Lori & Paul Hogan 
Joe & Linda Miller 
Bob & Suzanne Sall

PATRON: 
Cecil Bykerk 

In His Name Foundation



TABLE SPONSORS:

Sponsors

Kathy Ahrendt

American Church Group of Nebraska 

Robert and Jennie Bell

Bethany Lutheran, Elkhorn

Becky Bonham 

Pr. Greg & Rose Bouvier

Betty Dasenbrock

First Lutheran Church, Fremont

Joe & Tammy Fryman

Jason & Leslie Gerdes

Lanny Gerdes

Mike and Joyce Glaser  

Darrell & Jean Granahan

Andy & Brooke Gregory

Pat & Elaine Gregory

Trish Haniszewski & Jeff Waddington

Brian & Kristin Herrera

Keith & Chantelle Jackson

Roger & Carol Lewis

Timm & Bobbi Lindeman

Tom & Janice Lippincott

Dennis & Margie Magnuson

Tim & Kathy McAreavey

McCollister Family

Fred & Deb Meyer

Meyer Family

Kim Meyer

Larry & Jan Novicki

Helen Raikes,  

Sara Rathjen 

Steve & Anne Raynor

Rejoice! Lutheran Church, Omaha

Pr. Bryan and Sheli Rice 

Pr. Harold and Caroline Rice

Larry & Beth Rippe

Salem Lutheran Church, Fremont 

St. Michael Lutheran Church, Omaha 

Brent Thomsen & Andrew Rouillard

David & Peggy Stenberg 

Joanie Swanson

Ted & Joyce Swartzbaugh

Thrivent

Emily Tonniges

Jane Tonniges

Joshua & Jessica Weltz

Bruce & Jean Wendt

Sarah & Tyler Willson

   Ashland-Greenwood Communities for Kids



Herbert Barter

Lonnie & Diane Ehrhardt

Connie Freyer

Caroline McDannel

Kathy Miller

Les & Melanie Robbins 

Glen & Pat Skeen

William E. & Rose Marie Davis Foundation

Donations



Ashland Golf Club, is a 
semi-private club located 
in Ashland, Neb. between 
Lincoln and Omaha. The 
18-hole golf course and 

clubhouse are available for 
special events & meetings. 

Chuck & Shirley Niemeyer

16119 Hwy  6 
Ashland, NE 68003 

 
AshlandGolfClub.com



Founded in memory of their sweet nephew, the 
Dempsey Akerson Memorial Fund is an endowed  
fund established by Amy and Aaron Bomgaars to benefit  
the Jay Novicki and J1:9 programs. 

The Jay Novicki and J1:9 programs serve youth and adults  
with special needs through programming that engages them  
in the camp experience. 

To designate a gift to the Dempsey Akerson Memorial Endowment Fund, 
contact Kristin Herrera, NLOM Director of Development.



Learn more at  
NLOM.org/smt

There are still open spots for:
• Challenge Course Facilitators
• Village Leaders
• Lifeguards

Our Summer Ministry Team 
is growing quickly with talented, 
college-aged leaders. 

Over 134 Years of Strong Leadership     
and Compassion. . .
With a history that reaches back more than a century,we have a strong foundation of 
providing exceptional care and services to seniors, each other and the community.

Immanuel.com 
21_479



Come stay in the beautiful hills of Cass 
County near Ashland. We’ll help make your 
next event, meeting, or family reunion less 

stressful and more successful. 

Join us in this place set apart!

We make it easy!

CJHCenter.org 
402-944-2544



for their contribution to the 
Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Campership Fund.

Special thanks to 



Live Auction Items
1 - Winter Wine & Dine at CJH Center
Enjoy the spectacular beauty of Carol Joy Holling Camp, 
Conference & Retreat Center as a winter wonderland. Savor a four-
course meal with wine pairings for six people. Afterward, stay the 
night at the first-class Swanson Retreat Center. 

Donated by NLOM 

2 - Two Bays & Food at Topgolf 
Your adventure awaits at Topgolf—the premier entertainment 
destination in Omaha. Your winning bid includes two golf bays 
for two hours each. A perfect place to celebrate a birthday party, 
bachelor or bachelorette party, corporate event, date night, or just a 
night out with your friends. Everyone will have a fabulous time; no 
golf skills are required! Food from a pre-selected menu is included 
with your package. 

Donated by Pr. Harold & Caroline Rice / Pr. Bryan & Sheli Rice

3 - Prairie Club Golf Experience
Set in the sublime sandhills near Valentine, Neb., The Prairie Club 
is an unforgettable golf destination that’s making its way onto 
every golfer’s bucket list. Get unlimited golf and carts for four 
players for a day at all three courses: Dunes, Pines, and Horse. 
Good for the 2022 season.

Donated by Dr. Brad Rodgers 



4 - Nature’s Art Table
Gorgeous live-edge sycamore sofa table is handmade by Chuck 
and Shirley Niemeyer. This table stands 39,5” tall on black iron 
legs, is 43” long, 16” deep and 1.5” thick. A wonderful piece to 
grace any entryway, living room, or hallway, this piece was made 
over time with love and care just for the Heart of Camp Gala. 
Angle irons are included to secure the table to the wall or floor to 
avoid tipping.

Donated by Chuck & Shirley Niemeyer 

5 - Dismal River Golf Excursion 
Grab your clubs and an overnight bag and head west to this 
members-only destination for golf and hunting enthusiasts. Spend 
the days on the greens and the night in one of the gorgeous cabins. 
You can soothe your sore muscles in the hot tub or cool off in the 
pool. End your evening relaxing with friends on the four-season 
whiskey and cigar patio. This package includes two days of golf 
and one night’s lodging for four people. Valid Sun.-Wed.

Donated by Dismal River Club and Chad Peterson

6 - Outdoor Adventure Package
Your aquatic adventure awaits! Two Bass Pro Ascend kayaks and 
paddles will help you conquer any stream or lake. When back to 
dry land, the Budweiser umbrella can protect you from the sun’s 
rays in your new camp chairs! A case of Budweiser, Jack Daniel’s, 
and Coke are included for your drinking pleasure. Hungry? Wet? 
Snacks and towels are included, too. 

Donated by Ralph & Kim Castner / Timm & Bobbi Lindeman

Live Auction Items



7 - Florida Vacation Package
Soak up the sun and enjoy a week-long trip to Orlando for up 
to six people. Trip includes United Airline miles for travel to/
from Orlando. Select from multiple Gold Crown Properties 
in the Orlando area for your stay. Up to 3-bedroom condo 
accommodations available. Good through Dec. 31, 2022. 

Donated by Joe & Linda Miller / Cecil Bykerk 

8 - Ultimate Husker Package
Go Big Red! This Ultimate Husker package includes a pair of 
premiere tickets to football, volleyball, men’s basketball, and 
baseball games. Soak up the Husker spirit with football tickets 
at club level (section 410 row 6). Cheer on the volleyball team 
from section A4 row 8 and basketball team from section 10 row 
5. Catch a fly ball sitting in row 13 of section 107 at Haymarket 
Park. Winning bidder gets their choice of games for each sport 
(Oklahoma football excluded). Includes a Husker tailgate basket 
full of fun items. 

Donated by Ralph & Kim Castner

9 - Scotch & Food Tasting
Come join us for an evening of fun as we explore six regions in 
Scotland and discover the differences in their scotch. We will focus 
on their notes, palate, and finish. To make it interesting, we will 
dabble in a whisky from Wales as well. We will learn more about 
Scotch whisky and a chef will design a perfect pairing for each 
drink. It is sure to be an evening of good bites, good company, 
great scotch, and fantastic fun for a party of six. 

Donated by Darrell & Jean Granahan

Live Auction Items



#HeartOfCamp

Plan to join us  
again next year on 

Saturday, April 1, 2023

SAVE
t h e  d a t e

CONNECT
w i t h  u s

THE

OF

GALA



Thank
  you.

As the sun rises each morning, we thank God for our As the sun rises each morning, we thank God for our 
campers,  Summer Ministry Team members, alumni, campers,  Summer Ministry Team members, alumni, 
and for everyone who makes our ministry possible.and for everyone who makes our ministry possible.

Thank you for being a part of our ministry.Thank you for being a part of our ministry.




